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c. The Business of War

SOFEX: Special Operations Forces EXhibition
Hosted by King Abdullah II of Jordan it’s “a supermarket for war,” aimed at 
military generals from around the world.

Arms industry has an estimated annual 
earnings of between $350-500 billion a year.

SOFEX is described as having a “party” atmosphere, where buyers have blank 
checks from their governments so become like “kids in a candy store.” 

General Dynamics, Northrup-Grumman, Lockheed Martin, Boeing, BAE 
Systems, Raytheon, General Electric, Saab are some of the companies 
involved. They have sophisticated PR branches helping to sell SOFEX and the battle 
simulations offered at the exhibition. 16 of the 20 largest arms dealers are from the U.S.

Even nations competing in foreign relations are side-by-side 
buying weapons to use against one another. “U.S. Marine: This shit fucking 
kills people.  They don’t discriminate. They’ll sell to anyone who has fucking 
money.”

Irony: American foreign aid money is often spent on weapons being sold by American 
companies.

I. War and Terrorism 

J. Environment Out of Balance

Population increases in recent years in combination with 

Industrialization related to

Urbanization has created global environmental impacts. 

The most wide-ranging effects have been related to global Climate Change.

1. Climate Change (i.e. “Global Warming”)

a. An increase in CO2 (carbon dioxide) in the past 
century has been observed, and it is hypothesized that 
this is a result of industrialization (chiefly due to the 
burning of fossil fuels).

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QL_3Qg-SADY
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J. Environment Out of Balance

b. Because of an increase in CO2 and other industrial gasses, 

the earth's temperature has increased in the past century 
due to the “greenhouse effect.” 

The greenhouse effect warms the atmosphere by trapping 
heat radiation near the earth’s surface. 

Human industrialization is clearly linked to the greenhouse 
effect.

J. Environment Out of Balance
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http://www.library.ucsb.edu/istl/01-fall/internet.html
http://www.library.ucsb.edu/istl/01-fall/internet.html
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J. Environment Out of Balance

c. Potential consequences of global warming: 
 coastal flooding (costs: insurance, development)
 ice sheet and glacial melting (cost: water shortages)
 extreme storms (costs: insurance, devo., lives)
 climate pattern change (costs: lifestyle, crops)

 drought and forest fires (costs: devo., insur., lives)

The U.S. Department of Defense believes climate change 
to be a greater threat to national security than 
terrorism. Nonetheless, Republicans conservatives are 
trying to stop the Pentagon’s climate plan.

J. Environment Out of Balance

J. Environment Out of Balance

http://www.usatoday.com/weather/climate/globalwarming/2007-12-04-coastal-flooding_N.htm
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2006/03/060314232724.htm
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2002/06/0605_020604_everestclimate.html
http://edition.cnn.com/fyi/interactive/specials/weather/stories/global.warming.html
http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/19407
http://www.usatoday.com/weather/resources/climate/2004-11-08-worseningwildfires_x.htm
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/02/pentagon-fights-climate-change-sea-level-rise-defense-department-military/
http://www.rense.com/general49/climate.htm
http://www.politico.com/agenda/story/2016/06/republicans-trying-to-stop-pentagon-climate-plan-000149
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J. Environment Out of Balance
d. Potential solutions: International agreements to reduce 

industrial emissions linked to warming.

The Kyoto Protocol is one such agreement, created in 1997. 
Though an original member, George W. Bush pulled the U.S. out, to make 
America the only industrialized nation which was not part of this agreement, 
despite the fact that we produce 26% of the global CO2. 

The Paris Climate Accord (COP21) is a more recent agreement 
created in 2015, which sets out a global action plan to put the world on track 
to avoid dangerous climate change by limiting global warming to well below 2°C.

Kyoto Protocol Signatories Paris Accord Signatories

J. Environment Out of Balance

2. Politics and Climate Change: 
The Logic and Limits of Growth

a. The logic of economic and technological growth 
holds that more powerful technology has improved lives and new 
discoveries will continue to do so in the future.

But, “progress” can lead to unexpected problems:

b. The limits of growth thesis suggests:
- Natural resources will not always be plentiful; 

- We cannot invent our way out of the problems;

- We must seek to control population & limit damage to the 
environment (growth must have limits).

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kyoto_Protocol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kyoto_Protocol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris_Agreement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris_Agreement
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/1247518.stm
../../../Images Etc/intro+socprob/diagrams+pics/15 - Pop-Urb-Enviro/energyusechart_jan2003.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/international/negotiations/paris_en
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lUMf7FWGdCw&feature=related
http://www.ucsusa.org/sites/default/files/images/2015/02/gw-infographic-climate-science-vs-fossil-fiction-840px.jpg
http://www.ucsusa.org/sites/default/files/images/2015/02/gw-infographic-climate-science-vs-fossil-fiction-840px.jpg
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J. Environment Out of Balance

3. The list of environmental problems related 
to social development is long:

Waste Disposal (Toxic; 2, and Non-Toxic; GPGP)
Water supply pollution and scarcity 2
Acid Rain 1 | 2
Oil Spill Contaminations
Air pollution 1 | 2
Ocean Acidification
Reduction in biodiversity (species extinction) 

Are we undergoing another mass extinction?
Evidence of link between sea-level rise and 

extinction

J. Environment Out of Balance

b. Social Reorganization
Reliance on new energies and 
a synthesized approach to 
science technology and 
society.

“Our technology has 
surpassed our 
humanity.” 
– Albert Einstein

J. Environment Out of Balance

4. What might resolve these environmental crises and 
others that could arise in the future?

a. Education and Awareness

For example, in 2008 only 50% of Americans believe 
that climate change is connected to human 
development (compared to 99% of climate scientists)!

b. Social Reorganization
Reliance on new energies and 
a synthesized approach to 
science technology and 
society.

“Our technology has 
surpassed our 
humanity.” 
– Albert Einstein

http://www.epa.gov/ebtpages/wasthazardouswaste.html
http://projects.publicintegrity.org/superfund/images/Main_map.png
http://ehso.com/SolidWaste.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8a4S23uXIcM&feature=related
http://visual.merriam-webster.com/images/earth/environment/water-pollution.jpg
http://www.commondreams.org/headlines03/0305-05.htm
http://static.howstuffworks.com/gif/h2o-7.gif
../../../Old Courses/Images Etc/anthro/acidrain.gif
../../../Old Courses/Images Etc/anthro/acid-rain2.gif
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_oil_spills
../../../Old Courses/Images Etc/anthro/airpollutionsources.jpg
../../../Old Courses/Images Etc/anthro/global-air-pollution.gif
http://www.ocean-acidification.net/
http://www.virtualglobe.org/en/info/env/04/index.html
http://www.well.com/user/davidu/extinction.html
http://palaeo.gly.bris.ac.uk/Palaeofiles/Triassic/sealevel.htm
http://movies.yahoo.com/movie/1808565671/trailer
http://www.motherjones.com/news/feature/2006/11/13th_tipping_point.html
http://movies.yahoo.com/movie/1808565671/trailer

